The Pope and the United States
amongst others from Brest in 1779, over two thousand
Frenchmen of Irish descent, a sort of Irish Brigade, under
Count Arthur Dillon, to fight for the Americans.
The Vatican Government began to take America
seriously as far back as 1830, but it was not until the time
of Pope Leo XIII that the Vatican began to take fright.
Already there were signs in the American Catholic
Church of different ideas about Christianity from those in
Europe and in the East. Most concentration was given to
building, to population and to the organisation of Catholic
institutions. Dollars and sex questions were noticeable
and are still noticeable in the sermons and pronounce-
ments of the American priests. The mystical side of the
Catholic Church did not seem to be stressed* The
American Catholics shared with other Americans a con-
viction that all other countries except America were a little
narrow and antiquated. This criticism included the
Church, which seemed too keen on technicalities. Many
Americans felt that the Church needed a freer and wider
interpretation of the Faith suitable to the large-hearted-
ness of the continent of democracy.
At last this drew forth from Leo XIII, in 1899, an
Apostolic Brief in which he repudiated a tendency which
he termed "Americanism". He suggested that if there
were those who conceived and desired a Church in
America different from the rest of the world, he preferred
they should think of unity than of inventing a new brand
of Gallicanism. (See French Chapter.) New methods he
felt might be employed, but he did not think it safe to
discard the old ones, and the natural virtues of strength
and strenuousness should not be considered superior to
Faith and Charity, nor were the new ideas of progress and